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WHO WE ARE

Yana Ministry is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to serve orphans and children
in poverty to break the cycle of poverty and broken family.

WHO WE SERVE

We serve in Korea, serving children who either live in an orphanage or children's home.

WHAT WE DO

We believe every child should be raised and/or live in a healthy family setting. We want to
provide a lifelong relationship to every child/student we encounter so they may taste the
goodness of a healthy family and pursue to create their own healthy family.

WHY WE SERVE

We are inspired by the life and teaching of Jesus Christ who served and died for the poor,
oppressed, and marginalized people. We believe the best way to serve the poor is to follow
the footstep of Jesus, by becoming their family.

We believe every child deserved a healthy family. We can be their healthy family in a various way.

@ www.yanaministry.org

Q 201.602.6311

& yanaministry@gmail.com
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“YOU ARE NOT ALONE.”
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Dreams and Dreams: From Our Hearts to the

Hearts of Children

For a long time, YANA was just a dream. It was a dream that was planted
in the hearts of a few people who wanted to care for children who were
not able to live with their parents. Children who had no choice but to live
in facilities and face the harsh realities of life after leaving the facilities
were ridden with heartache. In the hearts of these broken children, God
had sprouted seeds of dreams, hopes and a plan. In 2008, a short-term
mission team was called together to go to Dong Myung Children’s
Welfare Center and this was where the beginning of a dream started.

Annual short-term mission trips to Dong Myung continued thereafter.
Flying Happiness started in the summer of 2011. Project Joy started in
2013. YSAP (YANA Study Abroad Program) started in 2014. And, the
latest program to launch was YANA Family Sponsorships which started
last year. All of these programs were developed so that the message of
“‘you are not alone” could be shared with children who had no parents to
lean on and to share our love with them.

I remember the conversation I had with pastor Joo when we were
planning for the very first Flying Happiness. We shared how dreadful it
was to call the home of these children orphanages or welfare centers. We
wanted to invite them to the United States so that they could see and learn
how precious life is. There are many people in this world who are warm
and loving and we hoped the children could experience that. We wanted
them to spend a couple of days with families and experience life together
so that all of the negative connotations of ““family”” could be banished
from their hearts. It was our vision to be able to show them how big the
world was and how much opportunity existed even for them.

After discussing our hopes and visions for Flying Happiness, we included
atour of Princeton University on the itinerary. However, the responses

of the children after touring this university was not what I had expected.
They were dissatisfied and complained that they saw no point in visiting a
place that was too out of reach for them. After considering their negative
feedback, we decided to take out visitations to vy League universities.

It has been 6 years since the first Flying Happiness. When I think back,
I feel that we made a huge mistake. At that time, the students only had 3

Sk Shin_Board Chair of YANA

years or less time in the facility. Perhaps that is why they thought tours

at prestigious colleges were meaningless. They told us that their future
was limited and the possibilities of reaching above and beyond were non-
existent. Being out of character, I agreed.

If I'were able to go back 6 years to the first Flying Happiness, I would
have these words for those students who told me their lives were limited.
I'would have repeated these words to all YANA students I would meet in
the future.

“There are many things that hold us back from moving forward.
However, the most powerful among them is our thoughts.Students from
Dong Myung have the potential to study at Ivy League universities. It’s
not too late. You feel your opportunities are limited because you hold the
thought that there is no way for you to compete with those who grew up
in homes that nurtured education throughout their lives. You, also, can
have a dream.”

It has been about 10 years since God has connected us with Dong
Myung. The dream that was planted in the hearts of few has now
become a reality and the lives of the children are being transformed. Itis
now time to pray that dreams are sprouted in the hearts of more and more
children.

It’s not an easy feat planting dreams in the hearts of the YANA children.
It’s not something that comes to fruition by mere words. Hence, I would
like to turn your attention to YANA Family Sponsorships. Donating

$30 a month is important. However, Id like to challenge our sponsors

to consider your sponsored children as a part of your family. Consider
them as members of your family that for some reason cannot live with
you. Consider them as your daughter and son that God has brought into
your lives. When you pray for your kids, pray for your kids in Korea.As
part of your prayers for your children, include prayers that dreams will be
planted into their hearts. Remain with them until those dreams become a
reality and until they come to live faithful lives as children of God. Show
them that they are never alone by relaying and imparting the message of
YANA in your life.
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The Reason for YANA

Two years ago I was in Korea and there was a song
that junior high and high school students were constantly

listening to. It grabbed my attention and I listened to the
song. It was a song by the winner of a competition on a
show called “Show Me the Money”. He was so popular
that I asked the students what the singer’s name was. His
name was BewhY. I thought to myself, what a great
name,and as I listened to his song, I was completely taken
aback.

First, I had no idea what he was saying. He was rapping
so fast I did not understand a word he said. I had always
convinced myself that I was still young at heart and could
relate to students in their teenage years. However, in

that moment, I was made quite aware that songs of the
generation after the millennials were way out of my league.

As I 'was listening to the song, I thought I had heard a
Bible verse somewhere in that mix of words so I looked
up the lyrics. I was pleasantly surprised that BewhY

was a Christian singer who used his songs as a platform
to profess his faith. As his name spells, he wanted to

“Be Why”. He wanted to be the reason for this world to
believe in Jesus and display this message in his life. For
this reason he was able to boast of his faith in his songs.
He won first place in the show and his music was literally
playing everywhere. Most Hip Hop songs need to be
censored but I was finally able to allow my kids to listen to
rap without worrying about violence and crude language.

There is a song called “Waltz” which left a deep impression
onme. The lyrics go like this:

¢¢Even though I gain nothing, I walk
With faith I entrusted my life to God
If he wants me to go I will go; if not, I will stay
I live the blessed life I was already given
But I will continue to live as a witness
of the presence of God through my actions
I will not stop facing Goliath or the Red Sea99

12 yaiia 2018 | vol.1

Pastor Joo Whang

“But I will continue to live as a witness of the presence of
God through my actions. I will not stop facing Goliath or
the Red Sea”. These lyrics were like an electric jolt. Like
these lyrics, if we call ourselves Christians, we must tell
the world that Christ is the reason we live. Our “actions
and lives must be direct proof that God indeed exists”.
We must be the reason for the world to believe. When
the world asks “why” we must be ready to answer with
“because of Jesus”.

YANA Ministry exists for this reason. Until our lives
become the reason to convince the world about who Jesus
is, we will face Goliath and the Red Sea. Our ministry
exists for those who have been separated from their
parents, not by choice, who end up living in poverty and
hardship for no particular reason. We want to be the reason
for those children to realize Jesus is the reason. I don’t
want the grace and the love we’ve received from God to be
in vain. We will continue to proclaim the reason through
our ministry as faithful servants.

When I first started orphan ministry, there were many
people around me that tried to stop me. Even pastors tried
to stop me. I knew it was all out of concern for me. They
told me it was too difficult. They told me orphan ministry
had no purpose in Korean-American church ministry. I
was told to find something else that would contribute to
me as a pastor. However, in those moments, God spoke

to my heart. Don’t ask whether this is something that

will contribute to my pastoral ministry or not. Don’t

ask whether this is something I can achieve with my

own abilities. The only question to ask is whether this

is something I must do. For those called by God, is it

the right thing to care for those children who have been
abandoned by their parents?

The answer to this question was an obvious one. If'you
look at Scripture, the most frequent command is to care
for social outcasts, the poor, orphans and widows. As

a Christian, to hesitate because it is difficult or question

whether this would be beneficial to me or not, is not what
we should be concerned with. This was the beginning of
YANA Ministry.

We started partnering with Dong Myung Children’s
Welfare Center in 2008, and in 2012 YANA Ministry, Inc.
was formed. With the incorporation of YANA Ministry,
we were able to develop new and exciting programs.
What started with me and 3 board members has now
grown to 11 board members, 50 donors, and 250 members
in all. Through this ministry, 40 students and 17 teachers
from Dong Myung have visited the United States. Over
100 people have participated in YANA summer missions.
There are over 100 Dong Myung students that we have
built relationships with. Of these students, there are 5 who
are studying here on full scholarships. We have hired 2
full-time teachers at Dong Myung to fill the demand for
more teachers and a manager at YANA Korea. There are
40 baby box children who are currently being sponsored

by families at church. This is our YANA Family!

All of these things have materialized in the past 5 years
because our mission was clear: this is something we must
do. God has shown us faithfully that for those who love
him and are called by him to do his work, everything
comes together for good. That is why I am looking
forward to the next 10 years. I have great expectations for
what God will do through YANA Ministry. I know there
will be difficulties and obstacles along the way, but in the
end God will show us what a good Father he is. To those
children and students who are living a difficult life, let’s be
the reason they come to believe that Jesus is the reason to
live. Let’s strive to “look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world” which is what “God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless”. (James 1:27). You are not alone. Let us live
out this message that was demonstrated through the life of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep
oneself from being polluted by the world.

-James 1:27
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Why I am Passionate For
This Organization

= Timothy Yi_Pastor

| have been to YANA Missions for the past 4 years and I am already looking forward to the
next. Of the many mission trips I’ve been to as a student and pastor, this always stands out as

the most memorable and life changing because no other trip has laid a burden on my heart to
be the embodiment of ““You Are Not Alone” to orphans and children in poverty. I hold YANA
ministry dear to my heart because it is a vision that [ want to see come to fruition. [ want to see
every child at Dongmyung orphanage experience the presence of Jesus Christ through YANA
ministry. These are the three reasons why I am passionate for this organization.

Itis REAL

Our team has the privilege of living in the same facility as the children and so we are
essentially guests in their homes. We get a small glimpse of what life is like in the orphanage.
Upon first glance, you notice that all their physical needs are met, but what they are in need
of mostis spiritual and emotional support. You begin to realize that there is more than beyond
the external and that these children suffer from feelings of loneliness and abandonment. Their
pain is real and the mission of YANA is to be incarnational, which means to be the presence
of God to these children.

It is RELATIONAL

The ministries we execute at the orphanage are a weeklong Vacation Bible School, sports
camp, and other educational programs. My main role is to direct my team members and

the teenage students at the orphanage to work together and execute the various programs.
However, these are simply tools to accomplish the true purpose, which is to build relationships
with the students we work with. Our strategy is to be “people focused” rather than “program
focused.” We hope that through VBS, barriers would be broken down and that trust would be
built up so that our team members can share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ. Our
witness to these students are not the programs we run, but it is the connections we develop
over time.

It isa REMINDER

The reality of this missions is that I am reminded how broken this world is and how much it
is in need of God’s grace and redemptive power. As a follower of Christ, I am reminded of
James 1:27 which says, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world.” I love YANA ministry because they take this verse seriously and are actively living it
out. YANA ministry reminds me that I need to be the embodiment of God’s presence to the
children at Dongmyung Orphanage.
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