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To Whom Will I Have Mercy?

-Yana House Project-

Among the parables of Jesus, I especially love the parable of the
Good Samaritan. It is about a traveler who is stripped of clothing,
beaten, and left half dead alongside the road. First a priest and then a
Levite come by, but both avoid the man. Finally, a Samaritan shows
mercy and helps the injured man.

Jesus is described as telling the parable in response to a question
from a lawyer, "And who is my neighbor?" In response, Jesus tells
the parable, and concludes his conversation with the lawyer by
confirming that “the man who shows mercy” to the injured man

is the neighbor. Jesus then commands the lawyer to “Go and do
likewise.”

Whenever [ read this parable, I wonder about the same question:
“Who is the robbed person waiting for my help? To whom shall I
show mercy? Who is my neighbor?”’

Every year, more than 2,000 high school graduates from orphanages
or children’s shelters must move out to live independently. 2,000
young teenagers, who have no parental support, no place to stay,

nor enough money to survive. [ wonder who can truly become their
neighbors to show mercy.

In today’s society, we have different types of the “robbed man”
on the streets, waiting for someone to show mercy. They are the
18-year-old-orphans who can no longer stay at their facilities.

YANA HOUSE USA
Director: Hannah Yang
E-mail: hannahy1101@gmail.com

One of the students who moved out from the facility after high
school made this sad comment during a news interview:

“The fact that | have no place to live made me to think that I cannot
live anymore.. . I was wondering what did I do that was so wrong
that [ have to face such a harsh reality...? Did I do something so
wrong as to be abandoned by my parents?”’

While I was listening to her, I strongly felt the saddened heart of
God. Who can be her neighbor? The answer is very clear. We must
become their neighbors. Yana must be their neighbors. To those
who think homelessness means lifelessness, we must show them
that there is a hope in Jesus. We want to remind them, “you are not
alone,” because God is with them. Yana Ministry will continue to
exist to prove the fact that they are never alone.

With this burden and calling of God, we want to start a new project
called “Yana House Project.” This project is to provide jobs. By
providing jobs through Yana House Projects, we want to “bandage
their wounds, pouring blessing on them, and look after them” so they
can not only survive in this world, but to thrive in their lives.

Our God is continually asking us to “Go do likewise, show mercy.”
To those who were robbed by their merciless parents, we must show
the mercy of God. To those who were abandoned by older adults and
society, we must continue to reveal mercy of God. Yana Ministry
will be where the mercy of God flows.

YANA HOUSE KOREA
Director: Sulmi Park
E-mail: suimi4243@gmail.com

The mission of Yana House Project is to be the message “You are not alone.” by providing reliable jobs and training to those who
left the orphan facilities. We want to build a social enterprise (i.e. Yana Coffee House, Yana Bakery House, etc) so we can provide

them with lifelong jobs and a better future.

You Are Not Alone
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o Join YANA!

[ was in Korea and there was a song I was asked to write a piece for
YANA’s newsletter. At first, [ declined but then spent the last few

days in deep thought asking myself, “what in the world could I write
about™? The days went by and I had yet to decide even though the
due date was approaching. On the day I was to submit my writing, [
happened to come across a television program and this is what lead
me to sit in front of my keyboard.

There is a show called ‘A Mysterious Miscellaneous Dictionary’
where people visit different sites and unravel facts and history of the
places they visit. The episode that aired was about an orphanage called
‘Hospital of the Innocents’ located in Florence, Italy. This orphanage
was built 600 years ago, and it is still in operation. The building design
makes it aesthetically pleasing and the stories that come from its
history are deeply moving. There are personal items on display from
hundreds of years ago that carry with them stories of the children who
were brought there. Visitors are also able to view records of interviews
of people who grew up there which make their visit more emotionally
moving. One of the interviewees was named Paola. She said, “This is
what I believe: family is not formed by the birth of a child. Family is
something that is created and nurtured.”

After watching this episode again, I sit here writing this piece. I had
always believed that family was not something that was created but
something that was decided. Even after being a part of YANA for
many years and experiencing its work, up until I watched this episode,
this is what [ believed. I am neither an orphan nor a special person.

I am an average person with average parents and average sisters

who immigrated to the United States and became a first generation
Korean-American. I experienced the same struggles and hardships
like all other immigrants and came to know Christ during my life here
in the States. [ am an average Christian who is thankful for a blessed
life and those who I call family are my wife, two sons and my parents.
This was my decided family.

However, [ have known people who have been creating families by
connecting Korea and the United States for 10 years. They have given
opportunities to children who have been abandoned by their parents to
come visit the United States and experience the vastness of the world.
They have provided opportunities for students to study here as well.
YANA is the organization that makes these opportunities a reality. It
is unfortunate that YANA is not known to many people. The people
of this organization care deeply for children who have been hurt and
scarred by their life experiences and make it a point to mend their
vulnerable hearts. For many years, I have been thinking about how
the work of YANA is good and something to be commended for but
the fact that not many people know about YANA is saddening.

A few years ago, I quit my job and opened a small business. During
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-What does YANA mean to me?

Written by Doyoung Cho/YANA Board Member

this time, | had made a promise to God. I would not enjoy the grace
and blessings of God alone. Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one
of the least of these, you did for me.” Honestly, caring for my own
children is a tough responsibility of its own, and it had never occurred
to me to take care of another child. However, I was determined to
contribute whatever I could realistically. From the very beginning
and even now, without having much to offer, I approached Pastor Joo
Whang and asked him to allow me to be a part of YANA. Without
hesitation, he obliged. I just wanted to make YANA known to as
many people as I could. It turns out this would be the catalyst to
creating families.

Alot of people say, “Later, when I have time, I will do some volunteer
work”. This entire statement is in the wrong. “Later”” does not ever
come. People say this, so they can give a response but not because
they really intend on doing something later. “It’s now or never” are
the words to a song by Elvis Presley but [ believe they are words of
wisdom. Whatever does not move you now, will not move you in the
future. Those who have a lot of time are only found in the graveyard
and those who are living are always busy. It’s not a matter of having
enough time but a matter of priority. Having excess resources? Of

all the people I met through business considered to be rich (building
developers and those who build houses worth $2M-$3M), not one
has ever said they had excess resources. Excess does not come from
having material wealth; rather, it comes from the heart.

When you experience helping others in need, you will soon realize
that it is not just a matter of helping others in need. There is a secret
to be unveiled here. If T help myself, it is through my own efforts
and abilities. However, if I help others, God gives me those abilities.
Whose capabilities are greater? Anyone could answer this question
effortlessly.

I want to rephrase the response of people asked to do volunteer work
to: “Right now, although I do not have a lot of free time or resources,
I still want to start doing meaningful work”. Our lives are busy, and
we don’t have the extra time or resources, but we are not in a situation
where our quality of life will diminish because we lend out a helping
hand. I’d like to propose a challenge for you to join us in giving hope
of a future to those children who have been hurt and have no hope.

It is not difficult work and those who are a part of YANA are not
extraordinary people. They are ordinary, average, working people like
you and me. I don’t think anyone would disagree when I say that most
people live and work to provide for their families. As such, YANA
consists of people who work for their families and also to create
families, and it is one reason I live my life and work hard. The work
of YANA is meaningful and fun at the same time and I challenge you
to join this team. Will you consider joining or, will you still respond
with, “Later”?
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Paying Our Attention
Where God Concerns About

"I'he last scene in Schindler’s List goes like this: Itzhak Stern, a
Jewish Holocaust survivor, places a ring in Schindler’s hand with

an inscription that reads, “Whoever saves one life saves the world
entire.” Schindler admires the ring and says, “I could have got
more...I could have got more. I didn’t do enough. Ten people, ten
more people. This pin...two people. This is gold. Two more people.
I could have got more, but I didn’t.”

Watching this movie at the age of 20 was quite a shocker. How
could humans be so cruel? How is it that one person would pour out
his heart and life to save others? How could the life of one person
influence the life of another to the point of completely changing that
person? This movie surely left a huge impression on me.

T am thankful that I can be a part of this organization called YANA
where the people are on a mission to create a nurturing environment
for children in need. Although my encounter with them is only once
a year during a trip called Flying Happiness, | am grateful and thank
God that I could contribute whatever small amount I can through
spending time with them visiting Arches National Park, Canyonlands
National Park, and sharing meals with them over a span of 2 to 3
days.

Every year of Flying Happiness is special and leaves an impression.
However, | can never forget my very first year. After | moved to
Utah, I hosted the students, teachers and even the director in February
0f2013. Arches National Park in Moab is a four-hour drive and
during the trip, the students were preoccupied taking pictures upon
pictures and saying how amazing the mountains were. [ kept telling
them that our final destination was a much greater sight to see and

to stop taking so many pictures and save their phone storage for the
ultimate scenery they are about to encounter.

‘When we arrived at our destination, everyone including the students,
teachers and director expressed how they were in awe of this
enormous and vast creation of nature and how the sight and smell of
this fantastic place called Arches and Canyons released all of their
built up stress and brought healing to their lives in this one moment.
This was a long and arduous trip for everyone to digest as they had
to fly quite a distance to Utah, ride in a long car ride to the canyons
and then fly again back to New Jersey. At times, I wondered if this
was too much for them to handle but in the end it was clear that it
was worth the trip. Being able to spend time with others and engage
in conversations was far more satisfying than worrying about the
discomforts of the trip.

I 'was impressed at the students and how they were not as shy as [

Written by Sangyole Kim/YANA Board Member

thought they would be. Instead, they were bright and happy. It may
have been an incorrect assumption on my part, but it seemed they
had a joyful and leisurely time.

In February of 2018, new members flew in from New Jersey and that
added a special touch to this year’s trip. Four students from Dong
Myung along with the teachers had shared a time of expressing
things that had been wrapped up in their hearts in a way that liberated
them. This was not only liberating for them but it was amusing for
me to hear their words and thoughts. Initially we had plans to go

star gazing hoping to catch some falling stars but the rainy weather
prevented us from experiencing this view. On the last day, we went
to a ski resort. This was the first time we had gone skiing as part of
our tour. I can imagine how after taking the gondola up 10,000 feet
to the summit must have left an impression on the group and I even
suggested that we all learn how to ski for next time.

When I first met pastor Joo Whang and heard about YANA’s work, [
had mentioned that our family would love to get involved. This was
when Ha Uhn was a little over two years old. I realized after having
my own kid how important the roles of parents were in a child’s life.
It dawned on me that the lives of children without parents or those
who came from broken families must be really tough. I wanted to
offer whatever help I could to support the mission of YANA. After
our second child, Jin Uhn, was born, I concluded that it would be

of interest to bring a child into our home like some other YANA
members had already done. This is still a work in progress as my
family needs to prepare ourselves and we haven’t set a hard deadline
as of yet. Most importantly, I realized that being a part of one’s life
journey would be something that would bring much joy to our lives.

We have all been made in the image of God. At least that is what
Christians believe. We were formed to resemble Him and this is a
continuous process throughout our lives. It is a blessing to know that
the small contributions we make in the areas of our interests and in
areas of need along with other believers brings joy, and I am thankful
for the opportunities presented before me. I am always touched by
the members of YANA and how they continue to faithfully support
and serve the organization. It encourages me to be like them and it
brings a new sense of joy to my life.

Every year [ look forward to the next group of students and teachers
and wonder who will come next. This sense of anticipation keeps
me in high hopes for the coming year. Spending intimate moments
with us as if we were an uncle or aunt and being in a community of
brothers and sisters in Christ is a huge blessing that is possible in this
land called America.
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It was April 18, 2014. I walked off the plane. Alone. I had just flown for I spent more time around YANA people, especially my new family, the
the first time ever. The flight lasted over 13 hours and [ was alone on ~ meaning of YANA became more real. I remember having a conversation
the big airplane, with no one to look after me. But, as soon as I passed ~ with Dad who said, “There is nothing you can to make me love you
through customs checkpoint, I realized I wasn’t alone after all. Pastor Joo, ~ more. There’s nothing you don’t do that will make me love you less.
whom I had met in Korea, was there at the airport with my new family. ~ Know that you will always have a home to come back to.” What he said
They were all there to welcome me to a new country with a new school,  that day sparked something in my heart and I started to view the purpose
and a home of my own. of YANA differently. It finally struck me that I was no longer alone. With
While I was living in DongMyung, a children’s home in Seoul, [ often  these amazing people around me, I knew I finally found my home. A firm
thought that my brother was all the family I had, the only one who looked ~ sense of belonging replaced the insecurity and the fear of being alone.
after me and whom I needed to look after. It was always just the two of
us. Feeling alone, I was always terrified of the future when we would ~ YANA stands for “You Are Not Alone.” To me, YANA means family,
have to leave DongMyung, because we would be really on our own, with  stability, and assurance without end. No need to worry about what would
no place to go back to. happen when I grow older or even mess up. Robert Frost, whose poetry I
studied in eighth grade, said, ‘Home is the place where, when you have to
When I was first offered an opportunity to come to America, I knew that  go there, they have to take you in.” Through YANA people, God gave me
it was a rare opportunity and I could not pass it up. To be honest, back  that home. Though I got on the airplane alone, I am now and forever not
then, I was too young to realize what YANA really meant. [ was justa  alone.
12-year-old girl, who was excited to go and live in a new country. But, as
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We Are Happy 1o Be With You!

Isaac Kim / YANA Board Member

It was a beautiful sunny day on a California beach, and my wife, Jane, and I had just finished sharing
our testimonies with the Dongmyung kids. It was a warm winter day, rare for the Bay Area, where the

beaches are rockier and despite the sun, it is cooler; however, our hearts were warm that day. I teased
one of the boys because he looked as though he enjoyed sports — I asked if he thought he was fast, and
he just smirked. “Let’s race,” I said. I played football and soccer growing up, and I was fast. “Was” is
the proper tense, as he beat me by a mile in our race and I had to tackle him after and carry him to the
ocean’s edge to scare him because [ was upset he had beaten me so badly.

That was one of the many good memories I have of Flying Happiness. The worst one happened a
couple of years ago when another cohort of Dongmyung teens was visiting San Francisco. We took
the teens to the California Academy of Sciences, which is one of our family’s favorite spots. It is part
museum, part aquarium and part indoor rainforest. You can see penguins, sharks, an albino alligator,
poison dart frogs, and fish so humongous that they look like they belong with the dinosaurs. We have
visited Cal Academy a dozen times, and never once did we not find parking in the garage, but that
day, the lot was closed, and we had to park on the street in the Golden Gate Park.

When we returned to our cars, our rental van had a smashed window and all of the kids’ backpacks,
with considerable cash, were stolen. We were all in shock. While we remained shocked for a few
more hours, the teens were back to joking around with each other and smiling like their usual ways
not too long after the incident. What amazed me was the remarkable resilience of the teens in the face
of a jarringly unfortunate and inconvenient situation.

They understood better than we did that the material items could be replaced and that at least no one
was hurt. While anyone from the outside might assume that the teens have very little by traditional
and worldly standards, the inner peace and strength that they demonstrated surpassed the maturity

of many adults, who often have tougher times dealing with unexpected things in life that are beyond
their control. The teens had an understanding beyond their years that ultimate control is’one thing they
do not have. They understood better than we did that the material items could be replaced and that at
least no one was hurt. While anyone from the outside might assume that the teens have very little by
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traditional and worldly standards, the inner peace and strength that they demonstrated surpassed the
maturity of many adults, who often have tougher times dealing with unexpected things in life that are
beyond their control. The teens had an understanding beyond their years that ultimate control is one
thing they do not have.

Each year, Flying Happiness brings us so many blessed memories. We are reminded of why we
welcome the trip to San Francisco each year and why we love hosting the Dongmyung kids. Even
through the trying times; they demonstrate peace. Every year, their eyes light up when they visit, and
after they have had a bit of time to open up, they provide the happiness that is the meaning of the trip.
The kids get a taste for a different life and can dream of a different life as well, which we have been
able to support because of YANA.

We-did-not seek YANA o, but God provided the path to it for us. When my wife and I were getting
married seven years ago, each of our pastor friends could not officiate our wedding, which was
seemingly odd to us at the time. My mother-in-law suggested Pastor Joo, who was a pastor at her
church in New Jersey."We got to know Pastor Joo from afar, and he was kind enough to fly out to
California to marry Jane and me. A year after the wedding, when we had our first child, we reached
out to Pastor Joo to let him know — that was when he told us about YANA. Why is it that a New
Jersey pastor/married a couple in California? Why.is it that we reached out to Pastor Joo when YANA
was inits-infancy? Whyis it that God has always put a special place in our hearts for youth? When we
think of YANA, we marvel at how God/orchestrates even the smallest of details to create this special
opportunity for us to share His-love-and do His work. Although we all live miles apart, somehow
God has weaved our lives together in a way that only He can, connecting us in a way that reminds

us that He loves us so much. We are blessed to have the Dongmyung kids visit us every year; we are
blessed to be a part of YANA to share with them that God is with them and that this life is not the end;
we are blessed to share a bit of happiness with them and in some instances support them in a better
life in America.
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Summer Mission Team
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Every Summer, YANA Ministry s Summer Mission Team visit Dongmyung Children's Center in Seoul, South Korea. As soon as the
Slight from JFK landed in Korea, the mission begins. Even your body is exhausted from 13hrs of flight, there will no spare time for
you to rest. However, your energy will be filled with love of God through children in Dongmyung.
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Short Meeting Long [asting

2 Eun Jae Kim / YANA KOREA

Hello, I’m Eun Jae Kim and this was my first year participating in the YANA camp. To be honest,
I had no idea what kind of commitment I was getting myself into in the beginning. I decided to
participate solely because I enjoy being around kids. When T arrived at Dong-Myung (DM), T
was worried if I would be able to get along with the camp members. The worry even amplified
as I realized that everyone has known each other for years and I was a stranger to everyone.
Surprisingly, the concern disappeared in just a day. The kids approached me first and soon after, |
found myself joking with people and becoming a member of YANA.

I have to say, the camp was physically challenging. However, I was able to get through it with the
presence and help of everyone at the camp, which was how I was able to stay till the Gangneung
trip. The mental and spiritual happiness overruled my physical fatigue. The time with every
individual at the camp was unspeakable; I could not believe how strong of an attachment I can
make with another in just two weeks.

Coincidentally, I happened to get placed in bible station. Although I was in the position of teaching,
I was actually learning alongside the children. I don’t really know God yet, but the camp prompted
me to engage more on the matter. The fact that [ was able to join YANA camp and encounter this
relationship seems to have some kind of meaning that’s indescribable.

I am truly thankful that I got to encounter such a genuine and authentic relationship built from trust.

I'respect everyone at YANA and DM to have worked for this to happen from such far distances. T
hope to be part of this relationship as long as possible and witness all the happy and sad moments
together. I want to see DM kids grow and flourish.
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God Is Always By Your Side

2 Tony Park

| want to start by asking what does YANA mean? YANA stands for you are not alone. For me,
this sentence stands out to me and means so much to me.

When I was younger, most of the times I was alone. Never really had anyone. Always felt left
alone. This created traumas for me and created depression. Trust me, this was one of the hardest
things to overcome in my life. But I did overcome this. How? Because I had friends and family.
But most importantly, [ had God by my side. This is my testimony to the kids in Dongmyung.
Since Dongmyung kids were young and always alone, life must be very tough.- They are scared,
traumatized and alone. What I want to tell them is that they aren’t alone. God is always by your
side.

As people, we are not perfect. Only some people are by your side forever. That’s your parents. But
these kids don’t have that so they cannot turn to anyone. They don’t know what to do anymore. We
have a perfect God. He will always be by your side. This is what I want to tell these kids. Even if
you feel like you are alone, you can always turn to God. If someone told me this before, it would
have changed my life. I don’t want anyone to feel the same way I did and have thoughts that I
thought of. I want to change the kids’ lives. I want to teach them that they are not alone and God is
always there for us.
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“Project JOY (Jobs On Yana)” started with Korean-American companies and businesses

partners with YANA to provide internships for students who have aged out of the Korean orphan
facility. Through these internships, students gain valuable work experience as well as networking
opportunities to better equip them for their future working life. All three of YANA Study Abroad
Program (YASP) students have been experienced such opportunity in a various location. Since
April 2018, we have a college student, Seungho Jo, from Dongmyung children’s home, who
granted J-1 visa for an internship. He also received internship scholarship from Korean government
for his J-visa program. Seungho is currently working at a computer refurbish company, Joy
Systems, which located in Somerset NJ.

YANA Ministry is forever grateful for “Project JOY” supporters such as Joy Systems, Truelight
Daycare, and Joy Internal Medicine for the opportunities offered to our students.
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The Message That We’ve Got To Send Again:
“You Are Not Alone.”

As I was preparing for this winter’s mission trip, I was so
excited that I didn’t have time to even think about the weighty
task set before us. Even the “righteous” purpose of the trip was
not something that had been crossing my mind. The fact that [
would be meeting with the children face to face was enough to
keep my heart fluttering with anticipation and [ was counting
down the days until our flight. With gifts in hand from all of the
children’s sponsors, I boarded our plane.

During the long flight, I had put the final touches into our
packed schedule and was concerned about whether or not we
would be able to handle everything without any setbacks. In our
tired state, would we be able to convey love and messages from
the sponsors to the children? I was overcome with a worrisome
and heavy heart.

We landed in the early hours and on our way to Dong

Myung I could not sit still because my heart was beating with
excitement. And in a moment’s time we broke day with our
arrival. The children were busily getting ready for school and
slowly they started to file into the cafeteria. Upon seeing us,
the expressions on their faces were priceless. They tried to

hide their surprise and joy behind their stoic faces but were
overcome by paced breathing, high-pitched voices, and body
language that screamed with excitement. The memories of this
past summer’s VBS were still fresh in their minds and we were
taken back to July and reliving those moments. This is how we
kicked off our winter mission trip.

Day two. Today’s mission would require much prayer and
preparation which, without them, would not be possible to
complete. The children who left Dong Myung had already
experienced abandonment in their lives and had faced
separation again through their departure from Dong Myung.
They faced many hardships, emotional and physical, with an
inability to bear them. Some ended up on the streets while
others gave up on their lives. There were some children whose
lives had become so deplorable that they were unable to even
ask for help. Their hearts were filled with feelings of low self-
worth and wanted to give up.

Once the children are branded with stigmas of leaving facilities
and being out of the radar of the care system, it creates a huge,
gaping pit of separation where they are completely cut off from
any support and help. The only thing they can do is stand at

either end of the pit and stare at each other in helplessness.

When we met with the students, we were greeted with the

look of soft, innocent eyes yet their speech was tarred by the
harsh impact of their tough lives creating a conflicting image of
who they were. Nevertheless, their greetings were bright and
welcoming. The only thing we could do was embrace them with
hugs and with warm words as we spent time with them. The
result of our conversations left them with an anticipation of next
summer when we would come back for our summer program.
With honesty and smiles, they opened up to us and shared what
was on their hearts. Through this we were able to witness again
their innocence and were reassured of the goodness in each one
of them. In this moment, I became smaller and smaller and my
heart was convicted to share about how big and great our God
is.

Without God, this ministry would not be possible. Without
prayers from our sponsors, the lives of these children would not
be impacted. We ourselves would never be able to experience
their loneliness, rejection and struggles. The necessity of the
work of God’s hand and prayers was made so apparent to us in
this moment.

After four days of external affairs, it was finally time for
Christmas Express! This was when we presented all the
children with gifts from their sponsors. It was a special time of
joy and happiness as they were all bursting with laughter as they
opened each gift. What touched me the most was not seeing the
kids light up as they opened their gifts. It was watching them
open their personalized cards that came with their gifts. The
first thing they did was open the cards to read the messages.
For those who could not read, they brought their cards over to
me so that they would know what was written on them. With
eager ears they listened as I read their cards to them. They were
brimming with anticipation to hear the words written on their
cards.

Through this trip I realized that Jesus awaits us with a child-like
heart. Our answer to his calling is the driving force that allows
us to endure loneliness and pain in our lives. I was once again
reminded of this truth as I was able to convey the message, “you
are not alone” once again. Perhaps this is the message that Jesus
is trying to convey to all of us.
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